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Environmental  Issrnes  at Columbia  Falls  

S. Dag 
FronfLoc-sticnt  

M. T. Boultinghause  
Tougurtiew  

REFERENCE: Letter  by D. L.  Stiegban  to BrectfordlEaufmanti  

Hindin/Snedcloan  - Dated December 21, 1984 

Subjettl  Due Diligence  Review Report  - 

Cortambia  Falls  Operaticos  

Based upon my discussions  with  Bob Snedclon  and Jack Goldman (an 

envirocu:Dental  expert  at The AlLITIlitil=  Asacciatdon),  here are toy  ocitnrreents  an 

the  captioned  letter.  

(1) Re-gulato  - There have been no sa- fety  or environmental  

catatkis 1-9.-at  the fszoty  since  September  1161. 

(2) Workers  Coarpenastion  - There are no issues  alnce  the facility  Is 

self-insured.  A review  of current  op-en  claims  does not reVeal  ar,y  

trends  for  increased  claims  due to occupational  diseases.  There is no 

reason  to erpe-ct  a sharp  rise  in  claims  for  alleged  occupational  

Injury  and Elness.  

(3) Fire  Protection  - There are no iss-ces.  

(4) ::Work  and Health  - There are no issue*.  

(5) Hazard Commumications  - There are DO issues.  

(6) Toxics  - There have been no COOplaints  about  the past  Wes of used 

ag—concerning  PCB contamination.  All  recent  cal  shipments  have been 

analysed  for  PCB and their  concentrates  are well  within  EPA 

guidelines.  This  is  not an Ifinie  at this  lime.  

(7) Medical  - The plant  under  Arc o ownership  had a none and phy5dcan  

igaTralt  d-aring  the day and EMT the other  times.  Now the plant  has 

only  FAIT - trained  security  guards.  Nevertheless,  this  is  not an 

Issue  at this  time.  

(8) EmiSaiOna and Effluents  - There are no issues.  
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(9) Wastes 

(a) Arrcom Ott  - n.o Issue.  

(b) Jerry's  Waste Oil  Service  - no issue.  

(a) Enviro-Safe  Service  - to Issue.  

(d) Ertsco,  Inc.  - no Issue.  

(e) Beaver  Wood Products  - no issue.  

Non-Hasardous  Waste Larbolti Lis  - no issue.  

10, Spent Cathode Landfills  - Spent the waste was listed  as hazardous  
waste  in  -row  However, it  has been de-listed  as hazardous  waste 
since  1921. Based upon on-guing  discussions  between EPA and The 

Aluatinum  Assoktiation,  representing  the domestic  altimintifil  comigulles  
since  October  1985, it  is  possible  that  spent  cathode  could  again  be 
relisted  as halardous  waste in  October  1986, If  relisting  does occur,  
then  811.117111111M  companies  witi  have one year  to comply with  EPA 
approved  waste management for  "new" spent  cathode  material.  The 

most  likely  treatment  of "old"  spent  cathode  material  is  the  
"gr and father   clause"  as long  as the "old"  material  is  not 

contandnating  the ground  well  water.  

The regular  sampling  of well  water  from the 2 closed  landfills  
containing  spent  cathode  at Columbia  Falls  indicmte  no environmental  

problems.  Hence, they  are likely  to be granted  the "grandfather  

clause"  as knig  as conttnued  water  sampling  results  are normal.  

The currently  operating  spent  cathode  landfill  was constructed  in  

"late  1980" and used accordingly  with  then  effective  EPA land  disposal  

atandards.  The site  has been routinely  monitored  with  no 

environmental  problems.  Bob Sneddon made a survey  of the spent  

cathode  landfill  site  on September  17, 10-85 and found  the site  in  good 

coriditicm.  

In  summary, the closed  and existing  spent  cathode  landfill  sites  at 

Columbia  Falls  are in  good shape as long  as we continue  to monitor  the  

unclergrokmd  water  wells  for  any potential  problems.  

(11) CaIcittra  Fluoride   Sludge  Pond - There are no issues.  

S. K. Das 
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